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playing an equivocal role. This Virginian had opposed secession but
had apparently been able to thwart measures to prevent it. Under an
act of 1808 he had authority to supply each state with an annual quota
of arms for the use of the militia, and he was also authorized to sell
quantities of altered muskets which the army did not intend to use.
After John Brown's Raid various southern states had wanted weapons,
and some 115,000 small arms had been sent to southern arsenals in
preparation for possible uprisings. As soon as Lincoln was elected in-
quiries began to come in from the state governments asking about
quotas due, or possible purchase of the altered guns. Floyd had his
resources checked and then began to sell and ship. In other ways he
aided southern states in their armament problems. Either he had a
careless faith in the failure of secession, or he was helping possible
enemies of his country.8
Just after he learned of his approaching disgrace he committed the
deed most difficult to explain. On December 20 he called his ordnance
chief to his sickbed and gave him verbal orders to despatch a large
shipment of heavy cannon from the Pittsburgh foundry down the
Mississippi to some uncompleted Texas forts. The necessary written
orders were sent on the day of Floyd's disgrace. Christmas Day was
full of excitement in Pittsburgh when word got about that these orders
had been received. Prominent men met in consultation, and they sent
urgent wires to Washington to stop this treasonable move.9
That snowy Christmas Day the President had gone to church, but
whatever comfort may have come from his worship was disturbed by
the series of disasters breaking around him. He spent part of the day
closing a political incident. Since Andrew Jackson's time the Demo-
cratic party had endeavored to maintain an organ in Washington with
very indifferent success. Buchanan had been forced to bear his full
share of the burden of organ grinding with Wendell and Bowman
and their associates, but now there was a new embarrassment and one
not to be borne. "Constitution" Browne had gone "secesh" in a big way,
and as people usually believed he spoke "by authority" Buchanan was
in a dither. So he spent part of his Christmas in calling Browne to
account by letter. As Browne refused to budge, Buchanan within the
next fortnight stripped the Constitution of its advertising for the gov-